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In the Nmne of All&, the Most Benefcent, the Most Mernful 

18. The Chapters On 
Lost Property (. . . &I) 

Chapter 1. Lost Camels, $13 , JYI ,: t zL,L q F  - (1 +I) 
Cattle And Sheep (9. a\) p\j 
2502. It was narrated from 62 :gl g Gk - y o . y  
Mutarrif bin 'Abdullih bin 
Shikhkhir that his father said: 2 '&&l & 2 <&& 3 & , , 

"The Messenger of All& g said: 2 2 +$ 2 'dl 'The lost animal of the Muslim - 
may lead to the burning flame of && :@ $ 1  3 ~ 5  36 : j6 %t 3 - , -  
~eil.'" (Sahih) 

. tJh\ iy @I 
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'j & d l  $t+Jl3 ',+ad!3 ' \  \ v \  :C c ( > > ! ~ )  a+- ;il -3 '$1 . . . * & I  
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. i s  .MI; L-LIJ~ '41 d l 9  '0 + \ O V .  :, ,rYt 
Comments: 
a. Z2lIah is an animal that is separated from the herd, and lost, and its 

ownership is not known. 
b. Inanimate or lifeless thing are called Luqafnh; details of such lost and found 

things will be discussed in the next chapter. 

2503. It was narrated that c> : 2 Lk  . y :  < a  <X - Y0.Y 
Mundhir bin Jarir said: "I was . g I  ;g ck :G : a  ,., 
with my father in Bawizij and the . , y: e. 
cows came back in the evening. 2 3~ $ul 62  G + # , , ,  He saw a cow and did not ,, : J 6  
recognize it. He said: 'What is 4\ C" & $. 
this?" He said: 'A cow that joined <,* 3 I 1 .T41g$ 
the herd.' And he issued orders a'?,> ?*& : JG  .G$f 
that it be driven away until it , O,? . ,, 

disappeared from view. Then he 
. A;l+ 3 ,,+ $ : J G  

, , 
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said: 'I heard the Messenger of , > yn :J$& $1 j$; + :,jG $ 
All31 z4iZ sav: "No one gives .-a , " 
refuge to a stray animal but one U ~ G  ~1 $a, @:$ 
who is also astray." (Sahih) 

;, +& j. O A . . : ~  ' t \ ~ / r : , y ~ l  2 J ~ I  *pi IF] :c+ . . 
&Ed3 C ~ V Y * : ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~ \ L ~ . ~ $ ~ L > A ~ ~ I ~ G ~ ~ ~ U I ~ ~ + +  

. + d l  +, ' ~ V T O : ~  '+-+ 2 + LZ 
Comments: 

%s reproach is for the person who takes the animal with the intention of 
keeping it. But if he takes it with the intention to pronounce it and search 
for the owner, there is no harm in keeping it until the owner is found. In 
Sahih Muslim this narration is with these words: "Whoever gives refuge to a 
stray animal, he is also astray." 

2504. It was narrated from Zaid 2 &Gi $, A I A q  6 2  - Y O  + i 
bin Kh2lid that the Prophet @ 2 ' J-& 2 , ~ ~2 was asked about a lost camel. He 
became angry and his cheeks 
tumed red, and he said: "What 
does it have to do with you? It 
has its feet and its water supply, 
it can go and drink water and eat 
from the trees until its owner 
finds it." And he was asked about 
lost sheep, and he said: "Take it, 
for it will be for you or for your 
brother or for the wolf." And he 
was asked about lost property 
and he said. "Remember the 
features of its leather bag and 
strap, and announce it for one 
year, then if someone claims it, 
describing it to you with those 
features (give it to him), otherwise 
incorporate it into your own 
wealth." (Sahih) 
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Comments: 
a. Catching a lost camel and keeping it in one's custody is not legal because a 

camel needs no one to take care of it. 
b. A sheep or goat cannot survive without care, so if you do not take the 

sheep or goat, someone else will take it, or a wolf wiU eat it. It is better to 
take it to save it from wild animals, and it is also possible that the owner 
will be found. 

c. Lost property means those precious things that are lost by the carelessness 
of the owner, like a large amount of currency, gold, precious ornaments etc. 

d. It is necessary to announce about the lost things up to one year, and one 
should try to find the owner during this period. After one yeds  search, 
things can be used. If later on the real owner is found, his property should 
be returned to him, or he should be given the price of that thing. 

Chapter 2. Lost Property (q\ &A\) &.&I + - < Y  41) 

2505. It was narrated from 'Iyid E% : 3 &f g & ;f 6k - Y o  a o 
bin Himir that the Messenger of 

2 c51zl 46 2 &I " G j l  3 AUZh g$ said: "Whoever finds 
lost property, let him ask one or .+, ?k 2 c ~ $  2 ';~l df 
two men of good character to -, 

witness it. then he should not &; gv$g $1 2 ~ ;  JG :jG Jk 
" . , - alter it nor conceal it. If its owner 3 + .+ +.;; j~ 4& a &$ comes along, then he has more 

3: '$> ;& i$ .+ Qj ,as;> 
right to it, otherwise it belongs to sf 9 OF. 

A l l i h ,  W h o  g i v e s  i t  t o  
. C ~ L ~ ~ L Z $ + I ~ G & $ ~ ~  .l+ whomsoever He wills." (Sahih) , ,  

,'y \V.q :c  'WL ?!+ '>,I> [p o ~ l j ( 1  :c> 
.! \14:. t(>Jly)jk &I -3 G +  + I d 1  lli; +f-i*- 

Comments: 
Making a witness is beneficial and helpful. Later on if the claimant of the 
bag or thing is found, and he objects about the contents of the hag or the 
amount or other defalcation with his lost thing then the witness can 
confute his claim. 

2506. It was narrated that <L :- g 2 Gk - 7 0 . 7  
Suwaid bin Ghafalah said: "I 

'& 2; % ;@ ~2 :%> went out with Zaid bin S u h h  ' - - 
and Salmin bin Rabi'ah, and .+, ~2 c$ : j~ ~ ., , ~ 

when we were at 'Udhaib, I ', , , , 
;/: ;.Y ;* 

, -  , 

found a whip. They said to me: IS lii 3 .-; , ,  2 Am> ALG 
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'Throw it away,' but I refused. , $6 ,kq; al 
When we came to Al-Madinah I ' & L ~ L  , , 

went to Ubayy bin Ka% and told 2 Gf Gf % d l  G& a . $ -, U 

him about that. He said: 'You did 
, : J .)4j A,; . & the right thing. I found one 

hundred D i  that had been lost ,g 4 ~ ;  & ,L> Sk &jl 
J -, 

at the time of the Messenger of 
,.*,: uk :J6 ,$<& 

All* B, and I asked him about . &> 
it. He said, "Announce it for a u,$38 :j6 ,zE , $+ 
year." So I announced it, and I 

127 kf 
did  not  f i n d  anyone who  : j 6  .$> 127 .&f @ .@$ 
recognized it. I asked him (again) 

@> $ 'G;s3 ~ ~ g ~ 3  L ; ~ ~ ~  and he said: "Announce it," but I , , 

did  not  f ind anyone who .Y@ .I$+ g $I+ '$ ,k 
r e c o g n i z e d  i t .  H e  s a i d :  
"Remember the features of its bag .U&L &$ 
and strap, and how many it 
contains, then announce it for a 
year. If someone comes who 
describes it with those features, 
(give it to him), otherwise it is like 
your own property." (Sahih) 

LYJL MI VJ PI iii 'MI 2 ?l-S ,pi rG+ 
j. \vn-:e '21 . . . ASJIJ ;iry :.+L 'MI L+, t ~ t ~ ~ ' ~ i ~ ~ : t  

Comments: &.I-&.& 

a. Average precious thing needs to be announced up to one year but ema 
precious things should be announced for more than one year. 

b. Ordinary things need not to be announced. 
c. Now a days the announcement of lost things can be made on radio, TV and 

in newspapers. If the owner is found, claiming and receiving the 
expenditure of announcement from him is legal. 

.i ,l' 
2507. It was narrated from Zaid %I EL : & ' l?G - Y 0 * V 2 .d 
bin Khglid Al-Juhani that the :s zF ~2; :c !dl A Messenger of All* @ was asked 
about lost property. He said: <X :Y6 '-2 % +I 'yg & 
"Announce it for a year, then if ;;; ,, h a  % A a l  someone describes it with its ?L .' 
features, return it to him. If no 2 &; 3 c~ 2 [?;I 3 '21 ;f 
one claims it, then remember the ' 

2 '& $1 J;; ;f &, && features of its leather bag and , 
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strap, and consume it (use it). ~ : ,G .k @9B :JG al Then if its owner comes along, 9e ,,,& give it to him." (Sahih) .A,$ F j  sg , G;$ 
GCf ',&G &,+ &j .@ $ &$Ej3 

. c . 4  
3; +i, ,-, ,I +& ;, \ V Y Y : ~  '&UI "UI 'WI G+ +pi :E+ 

.+ &I 

Chapter 3. Picking Up What ,,:f &! - (Y 4 1 )  
A Rat Brings Out EF * ,  . 

a ~ " 
(qY & d l )  i s 1  

2508. It was narrated from G k  : J *, 2 ,~ b ' * * ,  l2k - Y O + A  

MiqdSd bin 'Amr that he went ,' 
out one dav to Al-Baai', which is &$ && : k% $1 46 2 
the graveyard, to relieve himself. z; $3 & $2 +& 
People used to go out to relieve 

,st 'i 
themselves only every two or $ , &$ , bl dl $ 1  +? 
three days, and their feces was 42>1 : :, :, ~, ,:,,*: 
like that of a camel (because of , , - *L@ itT '+&I 9p 

, as 
hunger and rough food). Then he 21 ,rg &I: cy & I  + 2 ?lLql * ,  entered a ruin and while he was 
squatting to relieve himself, he >a1 st?; .++ ':*I $; 'dl - 
saw a rat bringing a Din% out of 
a hole, then it went in and 
brought out another, until it had 
brought out seventeen D i ~ r s .  
Then it brought out a piece of red 
rag. 
MiqdSd said: "I picked up the 

rag and found another Din2r 
inside it, thus completing eighteen 
DinSr. I took them out and 
brought them to the Messenger of 
NISI @, and told h m  what had 
happened. I said, 'Take its Sad@ 
(charity), 0 Messenger of AlEh' 
He said: 'Take them back, for no 
Sadaqah is due on them. May 
All& bless them for you.' Then 
he said. 'Perhaps you put your 
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hand in the hole?' I said: 'No, by &glj ,Q :z cyAl 2 24 +:f the One Who has honored you - 
with the Truth.'" (Da'ifi -s,+ &$f 
He (the narrator) said: "And they f ,  &,;T ,:, ~': 

did not run out before he died." &- y-*+:JG 
$4 L3 j l s j l  3 +db "4 ~ ~ l j J l  '>>I> +pr [+ O>LLI  ze+ 

.JMI a, &> ::ci; '%,;II ,, + ~ z  j. r s n v :  2 

Chapter 4. One Who Finds 151S2 " ~ f  $ Qg - ( t  41) 
Buried Treasure 

(qY &dl) 
, a 2509. It was narrated from Abu , y o  

Hurairah that the Messenger of 
AlEih@said:"Onefifthisdueon g ;& G k  : Y G  G 2 &  g tl& 
buried treasure." (Sahih) & 7 ,  G 3 2 p& 

$; 9 .-- 
$ : J G  @ 41 JG; 3z2$ &f 2 

. <@I jg31 

2510. It was narrated from Ibn :w'l 3 2 G k  - Y o \ .  
'AbbHs that the Messenger of 

' 2 ~  2 'kl3~ 3 -7 47 62 All% @ said: "One fifth is due on 
buried treasure." (Sahih) JG; J G  :Ji &.z $1 2 3 

t6,J LT jr . I , ~ ~  ,J14! $ 1 ~ 1  7 1 2  / I  :&i +pi [-I :~j; 
t &  \ V l  :C '$1 C- s*;. JJ, ~ ~ ~ $ 1  -3 L Y  -VlT:-C--nil &l+T 2 I.L 

. & . d l  y 'A!  -ME &Ul &..dl3 
Comment.% 

Riktz is buried treasure whose ownership and burial period is not known. 
Immediate payment of one fifth is due on such treasure, and the rest is the 
propaty of the founder. 

, , 
heard my father narrate from Abu 62 ; g$j 1 2 e L g  +& Gk 
Hurairah that the Prophet g said: , , 
'Among those who came before 2 A& @ .Lg 3 @ 
you there was a man who bought ~g ~ g *  : J G  jg 'z2$ 

., , 
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some property and found therein : s ,  ,,,, . &,:~, + , , 
a iar of eold. He said: "I boueht % ,: &?> p " u , ,, 
land from you, but I did not buy '><vl ,& &$I : JU .+; 
the gold from you." The man 
said: "Rather I sold vou the land 

j g' :.I $3 
* ,  

with whatever is in it." They 
. &  jl ~~ .& LL, ><tl &+ 

referred their case to (a third) man - 
. ;'$ ' 2  : ~ k f  jg y%3 &f : jg 

who said:  "Do v o u  have 
, 7  

children?" One of them said: "I G~ :j,j 2 :>91~63 
have a boy." The other said: "I f , . 

" @f & have a girl." He said: "Marry the A+ , . . kdl$l 
boy to the girl, and let them 
spend on themselves from it and 
give in charity." (Hasan) 

. Y ' ' o : e  '&I c$s"dls <dl+- >I ci9 rL+ dl+- * [* .>Lll :&& 

Comments: 
a. Buried treasure is the property of the person who found it, provided its 

ownership is not known 
b. The total amount of the found treasure should not be used by the founder. 

Twenty percent of the total amount should be given as Z h t .  
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